2021 SILVER NUGGET AWARDS: Best Custom Home Kitchen
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A look at the valley’s best kitchen

Summit mansion wins several Silver Nugget awards

By Valerie Putnam
Silver Nugget

Aptly named V Elements, Duncan
and Irene Lee’s custom home design
in The Summit Club integrates time-
less Chinese principles. The sophis-
ticated two-story property embodies
harmony and flows with its balance
of the five universal natural ele-
ments: fire, water, earth, metal and
wood.

Integrating Chinese culture and
history was important for the Asian
couple, who both were raised in
Hong Kong.

“When we designed this house, we
wanted to have good feng shui,” said
Duncan Lee, who came up with the
home’s name that incorporates the
Roman numeral for five.

“The core principles are based on
the five elements and how they’re
placed”

V Elements is 2021’s Silver Nugget
for Custom Home Best Kitchen. It
additionally received the Silver Nug-
get awards for Primary Bathroom.

Designed by Eric Strain, AIA, de-
signer and founding principal of as-
semblageSTUDIO and April Mahn of
Designs by April, the 7,400-square-
foot home was constructed by Mer-
lin Custom Home Builders.

Merlin, who built the Lee’s previ-
ous home, came on board early in
the process.

“This is our second home for the
Lees,” said Merlin Custom Home
Builder founder and owner Stephen
Jones. “They were very hands-on,
that makes for a fun build when the
homeowners are part of that pro-
cess.”

Besides implementing feng shui
principles, the core concept behind
the home is the use of what Strain

V-Elements Custom Home at The Summit
Owners: Duncan and Irene Lee

Architect: Eric Strain, Assemblage Studio
Builder: Merlin Custom Home Builders

refers to as public and private areas
on the main level, separated by an
expansive wine room. These distinct
spaces function in response to the
way Duncan and Irene live in the
home.

The public spaces flow from the
main entry into a formal dining,
sunken formal living and exterior
courtyard. The private areas inte-
grate daily living into a single volu-
minous space.

“We wanted this space to feel as
one,” Strain said. “All the functions of
the family could happen within this
central point of the home.”

Strain spent over a year collabo-
rating with the Lees on the overall
home’s layout, including developing
the concept for a dual kitchen.

Designated as the home’s hub,
Strain’s kitchen design anchors
and interacts with the other private

Duncan and Irene Lee

spaces including the great room,
casual dining, bar, powder rooms,
exterior patio and pool deck.

“Our belief has always been that
the kitchen is the core of the house,”
Strain said. “This is where the Lees
will spend 90 percent of their time.”

Stain’s simple, elegant design
integrates two distinct kitchens into
one cohesive space: a dominant and
a smaller work kitchen. Primarily
preparing foods on a stove top, Irene
Lee desired a separate cooking area
to avoid strong smells and clutter.

A SubZero refrigerator/freezer
is positioned directly between the

»SEE KITCHEN, PAGE 14
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»KITCHEN hood providing features an expan-
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 a striking fo- sive 11-foot-high
cal. The marble pull-out pantry,

two cookeries. Its gray-washed oak originally was to Cove dishwasher,
panels and gold-toned handles be installed with sink, Wolf gas stove
blend seamlessly with the matching  the V upside- top with commer-
kitchen cabinetry. down. Irene Lee cial-grade hood and

“I wanted the refrigerator between  was instrumen- plenty of storage.
the two kitchens so I can have easy tal in re-orient- A picture window
access from both,” Irene Lee said. ing the inlay, so offers exterior views
“It’s very functional.” the V shape mir- and extra ventilation.

At approximately 192 square feet, rored the home’s The entire space can
the main kitchen offers striking name. be closed off from
clean lines and soaring 11-foot ceil- Red, a lucky the main room.
ings. A predominant island show- color in Chinese e n Located in the
cases the natural beauty of Santenay  culture was Merlin Custom Home Builders ~ Sumnit, a presti-
Honed Pental quartz countertops added through V Elements is 2021’s Silver Nugget for Custom Home Best Kitchen. It additionally gious private-gated
with waterfall edge. The expansive subtle accents received the Silver Nugget awards for Primary Bathroom. Summerlin com-
surface offers a central sink with a such as red i munity, the home’s
gold-toned faucet and adjacent ca- knobs on both kitchen’s Wolf cook- Strain developed a cohesive elevated corner lot showcases direct
sual seating for three people on the tops and small tea kettle. design to flow throughout the sur- views of The Summit Club private
outer side. “Red is an auspicious color,” Dun-- rounding space. MS International golf course, Red Rock Canyon’s

A separate butler’s pantry, be- can Lee said. “It's welcoming and Tundra Gray marble flooring graces Spring Valley mountains and sur-
tween the kitchen and formal din- brings happiness.’ the entire main level. The custom rounding landscape.
ing, provides ample dish storage. The kitchen’s custom gray-washed  gray cabinetry matches the main The Lee’s purchased the lot in 2018
The white Italian marble backsplash ~ oak cabinetry rises to meet the high living area’s wood ceiling panels and  and were one of the first 24 buyers
encompassing the perimeter wall ceilings. A hidden appliance “ga- television surround. in the premier community. Duncan
showcases a brass V-shaped inlay, rage” stores small appliances, keep- The 85-square foot working chose a significant date to break
with a commercial-grade range ing the counters clean. kitchen, directly off the main space, ground, April 12, 2019.
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