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' European-style ICF home

showcases versatility, beauty of concrete, cement-based products
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The upstairs master suite has a fireplace and a
veranda with an outside bathtub and shower.

he $1.8 million New American Home in Las Vegas,
Nev. is a testament to the versatility and beauty of
concrete and cement-based products. The 5,180-

square-foot home is located in the gated community of the Lake
at West Sahara.

The New American Home 2004 (TNAH), the International
Builders' Show official show home, is based on a modern loft
design, and has been designed to reach a Home Energy Rating
System (HERS) score of 90 (well above the current Energy Star
ating requirement of 86), thanks to a high number of high per-
formance rechnologies, including insulating concrete forms
(ICFs). The home will use 46 percent less energy for space heat-
ing and cooling, hot water and lighting than a standard home.

Specific rechnologies used in this home include a foundation
system of ICFs; a roof system built with structural insulated pan-
els; heat recovery ventilators for the ventilation system; and
superior efficiency condensing units.

The ICFs provide excellent baseline insulation for the base-
ment. Structural insulated panels provide the roof system with
proper insulation and air tightness characteristics. The roof will
be finished with copper shingles that will reflect sunlight away
from the house reducing roof surface temperatures and thus
cooling load. Heat recovery ventilators ensure good indoor air
quality in an efficient manner. The condensing units have a
SEER of 13 or 14 and provide excellent cooling capacity while
using minimal energy.

This is the first time since 1994 that concrete provides the
vast majority of the structural elements. ICFs make up the high
performance envelope for the below- and above-grade walls. In
addition to the envelope, concrete is also used for the flooring,
decking and exterior finish.

The architecture of TNAH 2004 creates an interior that pro-
vides shelter, light and creativity for the owner.

Three different concrete flooring techniques, integrated with
decorarive finishing, appear on all three levels, as well as the
exterior decks. The exterior finish features decorative concrete
masonry and stucco with exposed masonry functioning as a
beautiful interior wall finish.
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Top left to right:
The pool overlooks Sahara Lake, overflows into a pond which overflows. into the

lake. | }\b\

The lower-level hall, like-al ]M—Emeoms has direct-light access. =

oai, the Iower level has a wine cellar and tast




The loft is an increasingly important option in the new home
market. The versatile loft presents many options, offering excit-
ing new features that can help builders take advantage of grow-
ing markets.

The home integrates interior and exterior in the layout of
the house, which is typically European, where homes serve
generations.

There are two suites for guests or children downstairs. Both
rooms have access to a small patio. Outdoor stairs lead up to the
waterfront side.

The home cinema, which serves as a small lounge, is an
informal downstairs room with the best home theater equip-
ment available. Different styles of lounge furniture were
informally placed on the floor and this area is nor a base-
ment; it is a lower-level living area with direct light access.
Anorher small patio is located at the end of the hallway that
houses a wonderful sculpture.

In the Las Vegas climate, the living room and outdoor living
areas are usually separated. In The New American Home 2004,
there are several outdoor terraces, but one of the main features
is a 16-foot-high living area that opens up to the waterside ter-
race. This room becomes a part of the outdoors; the outdoors
becomes part of the indoor. The mosaic floor continues from
the inside to the outside. When the huge sash doors open up,
the living room and terrace, then hecome one.

The upstairs master suite, which has a loft-feel to it, has a
veranda with a view of the waterside that provides privacy by
copper louvers. This privacy is needed because the veranda has
an outdoor bathtub and shower. The “floating roof” is techni-
cally unique and the light is spectacular. There are hardwood
floors, a marble mosaic master bathroom and a seating area with
a bathtub.

The front side of the house has a 400-square-foor terrace that
has a spa and workout equipment. This terrace also is “walled”
in by louvers. From this side of the house there is a view of the
mountains. A pool overlooks Sahara Lake. Even this pool is
located in such a way that it provides privacy. The long pool
overflows into a pond that overflows into the lake. This, of
course creates a beautiful dramatic effect.

The builder is Merlin Contracting, a Las Vegas-based com-
pany that has built many custom homes in the Las Vegas valley.
The company can be contacted by calling 702-257-8102 or at
www.merlincontracting.com.

The architect is Citadel Architecture and Design of Las
Vegas and Winston Salem, N.C., a subsidiary of Food for Build-
ings, based in the Hague. The company can be contacted at
336-748-8976 or at www.foodforbuildings.nl.

The design team of Source Francaise and Jiun Ho Collection
of San Francisco created a fusion of Asian and European tradi-
tions with modern sensibilities rhat blends equally with both
modern and classic interiors to furnish the home. Jiun Ho can
be contacted ar 415-437-2284 or at www.jiunho.com. o
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*on our removable and reuséble Blg Panels,

eliminating costly form liners. Large 12" by 18"

design. Enhance with any color paint or stain.

Available only from:
B.E.P.™ Forming Systems, Inc.
1-866-BEP-FORM
www.bepformingsystems.com

= COMPANY, INC.
Specify the Specialists™

Add real value
to your next
home project!

You are investing in a concrete
home for the future, now secure
your future. Waupaca Elevators
offer convenience and mobility
in your home for life.

Ask about our custom capabilities
to fit your project needs

1726 North Ballard Road * Appleton, Wl 54911
800-238-8739 * 920-991-9087 fax

www.waupacaelevator.com
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